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Creating inclusive, safe and secure, Cyber space for Sustainable Development. Hon’ble Minister for Electronics &
IT, Sh. Ravi Shankar Prasad addressing at the plenary session at GCCS 2017 

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad today addressed a plenary session Cyber 4 Growth: Transformed role of
Governments- Regulator to Enabler leading to technology led inclusive and sustainable growth, which was also
attended by Lord Tariq Ahmed of Wimbledon, Ms. Marina Kaljurand, Chair of GCSC and Mr. Tarek Kamel,
Advisor ICANN.
 
While speaking at the session Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad said, “The real power of Cyberspace is in the economic
and social benefits of the digital content, and in the empowerment of the poor, common citizen- which is the only
way to ensure both free access to markets and the vindication of vital public interest objectives.”
 
He went on add that, “Business models are not just being disrupted, they are being totally transformed, and
across all sectors.  Communication, both interpersonal and professional, has shredded the boundaries of time
and space. Nature and structure of governments and its agencies is transforming from reactive to proactive. 
Today, technology is redefining who we are, how we communicate to our colleagues and peers and how should
we work.”
 
“We in India, are trying to create inclusive, safe and secure, cyber space for sustainable development. We
recognize that the transformative power of digital technologies can help developing countries leap frog
development, and create more effective and participative democracies. Our strategy aims to benefit the weak
and the poor, the rural and the neglected segment of society. The emphasis is on looking beyond mere
digitization to digital technologies as a means to empower people.
 
“In the last three years, we have made great strides in digital delivery of services under the flagship initiative of
Digital India Programme under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The Digital India
programme, based on the three pillars of (i) Digital infrastructure as Utility to Every Citizen, (ii) Governance and
services on demand and (iii) Digital empowerment of citizens is a programme to transform India into a digital
empowered society and knowledge economy.”
 
Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad signed off by saying, “We have innovated new strategies and technologies, which
focused on Affordability, Inclusion and Development focus. Let me share with you a glimpse of how this has
helped us to transform India. India would be a voice of moderation. India would be a voice of reason. India would
be a voice of assimilation as far as Internet discourse is concerned. But let it be known that India would be a
voice of assertion in favour of those who are digitally deprived. Because Digital India has been designed to
bridge the gap between digital haves and digital have-nots. I think it is very important that we understand that
through digital empowerment we are creating an equal world which would truly reflect our motto of cyber4growth
and cyber4all.”
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