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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO-118
ANSWERED ON-30.07.2015
Lesson from China for reducing air pollution
118 . Shri Palvai Govardhan Reddy

(a) whether it is a fact that as per one study conducted and published in Environmental Science and
Technology Journal, foul air is killing 80 people every day in Delhi;

(b) whether Government would study how China has been able to bring down pollution in Beijing and take
stringent steps in Delhi so as to bring down air pollution; and

(c) whether it is also a fact that clean air could save as many as 4 lakh lives each year in India and taking
no action would lead to 20-30 per cent more deaths?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE
CHANGE
(SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR)

(a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARAS (A) TO (C) OF THE RAJYA SABHA STARRED
QUESTION NO.118 FOR 30.07.2015 REGARDING LESSON FROM CHINA FOR REDUCING AIR
POLLUTION BY SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY

(a) to (c) No, Sir. The air quality problem is prevailing in many cities across the World. Some cities in the
world are non-compliant in respect of particulate matter while others cities are non-compliant for benzene,
nitrogen oxide, ozone etc. The issues of pollution of Delhi are also known. Although some international
studies have been recently reported in the media giving estimated number of premature deaths attributed to
air pollution including respirable particulate matter, no specific figure pertaining to Delhi is mentioned in
the study. However, some news papers have given unsubstantiated figure regarding Delhi. There is no
established methodology to establish direct correlation between toxic air and death of people. The impacts
of various pollutants on health is a result of complex mixture of pollutants and also there are several
synergistic and additive factors like heredity, socio-economic condition, medical health, habits, occupation
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etc. contributing to it.

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is a scientific and technical body which adopts best practices
available across the world after in-depth study and assessing their technical and economic feasibility.
Recently, Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change along with CPCB has taken several
innovative and forward looking measures to mitigate air pollution from our cities to minimize the adverse
impact of air pollution on health as under:

* Notification of National Ambient Air Quality Standards 2009, envisaging 12 pollutants;

» Formulation of regulations/statutes to address the rising levels of air pollution in the country;

* Setting up of monitoring network for assessment of ambient air quality;

» Execution of source apportionment studies in select cities and formulation of action plans for air quality
in cities;

* Introduction of cleaner/alternate fuel like CNG, LPG etc. and promotion of public transport network
including Metro;

* Creation of infrastructure for industrial pollution control incorporating cleaner production processes,
setting up of common pollution control facilities;

After realizing the gravity of air pollution problem, Government has taken the following additional
measures to address the issue:

* Implementation of Bharat Stage IV norms in the 63 selected cities and Bharat Stage III norms in rest of
the country;

* National Air Quality index was launched by the Prime Minister in April, 2015 starting with 10 cities;

* Clean India Mission (Swatch Bharat Abhiyan) has been launched;

* Banning of burning of leaves/ biomass;

* Relevant draft rules, including those pertaining to construction and demolition waste have been notified;
* Draft Rules for handling and management of municipal waste have been notified;

* Regular co-ordination meetings are being held at official and ministerial level with Delhi and other State
Governments within the National Capital Region (NCR) on 6th April, 13th April and 24th July, 2015 to
control air pollution in NCR adopting air-shed approach;

* Short-term plan has been reviewed and long-term plans have been formulated by states to mitigate
pollution in NCR;

* Central Pollution Control Board has written to state governments for formulating action plan for
mitigation of air pollution in about 95 non-compliant cities in the country.

* Construction of Eastern and Western Expressways around Delhi has been given high priority for
completion;

* Stringent industrial standards have been formulated and notified for public/stakeholders comments;

* Government is giving high priority for public partnership in lane discipline, car pooling, vehicle
maintenance, pollution under control certification, idling of vehicles etc.

* Out of 2800 major industries, 920 industries have installed on-line continuous (24X7) monitoring
devices; others are in process of installing it.
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