GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO-2769
ANSWERED ON-13.08.2015
Opening of new trade route with Pakistan

2769 Shri Baishnab Parida

(a) whether it is proposed to open eight new trade routes with Pakistan across LOC in Jammu and Kashmir for cross-border trade with Pakistan, if
so, the details with status of the project;

(b) whether all the security elements of the project have since been addressed, if so, the details thereof; and

(c) how far will this help to boost trade between the two countries?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
[GEN. (DR) V. K. SINGH (RETD)]

(a) to (c) The entire State of Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of India, a part of the territory of the state is under the forcible and illegal
occupation of Pakistan. With a view to enhance the welfare of the people of the state residing on both sides of the Line of Control (LC) in Jammu &
Kashmir, Government continues to facilitate cross-LC trade and travel activities; regular cross LC trade activities along the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
and Poonch-Rawalakot routes commenced in October 2008. During discussions held at the official level in the JWG on cross LC CBMs, proposals
have been made to Pakistan to further expand these cross LC trade and travel activities.

Government closely monitors all activities having a bearing on national security and continues to take all necessary steps to ensure the security and
territorial integrity of the nation.
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