GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO-1181
ANSWERED ON-09.12.2015
Grant of MFN status to India by Pakistan

1181 Shri Avinash Rai Khanna

a) whether Pakistan has granted India the status of Most Favoured Nation (MFN), if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;
b) the details of bilateral trade done between India and Pakistan during each of the last three years and current year; and

c¢) what are the steps taken by Government to get Pakistan grant India the status of Most Favoured Nation?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY(INDEPENDENT CHARGE)

(SMT. NIRMALA SITHARAMAN)

skskoskoskosk

(a) No Sir. During the 7th round of talks on Commercial and Economic Cooperation between Commerce Secretaries of India and Pakistan held in
Islamabad on September 20-21, 2012 it was agreed, inter-alia that Pakistan would transition fully to MFN (non-discriminatory) status for India by
December, 2012. Pakistan, however, did not adhere to the timelines.

(b) The details of bilateral trade between India and Pakistan during last 3 years and the current year, are given below:
(In USS million)

Year Export Import Total Trade

2012-13 2064.79 541.87 2606.66

2013-14 2274.26 426.88 2701.15

2014-15 1857.18 497.31 2354.49

2015-16*

(April-Oct) 883.96 265.53 1149.49

* Provisional
Source: Export Import Data Bank of D/o Commerce and DGCIS, Kolkata

(c) Government of Pakistan has not been able to adhere to its commitments of removing the trade restrictions on the land route, as well as the
granting of MFN status to India as agreed during the 7th Commerce Secretary level talks held in September 2012. During the meeting between



Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan on 27th May 2014, it was stated that the two countries could move immediately towards full trade

normalisation on the basis of the September 2012 roadmap.
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