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Withdrawal of MFN status given to Pakistan
801 . Shri Anil Desai

(a) whether India has reviewed/will review Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status it extended unilaterally to Pakistan two decades ago in response to
the recent attacks on the Uri military camp;

(b) whether New Delhi will be flouting WTO norms if it withdraws MFN status from Pakistan;

(c) whether trade ban could hit Indian interests more than Pakistan;

(d) whether a ban on LoC trade could create a lot of unemployment across both sides of the border which could add to the unrest; and

(e) if so, what pragmatic steps India is taking in the matter?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (INDEPENDENT CHARGE)
(SMT. NIRMALA SITHARAMAN)
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(a) (b) & (e): Article 1 of General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 1994 requires every WTO member country to accord MFN status to all
other member countries.

No decision has been taken to review the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status provided to Pakistan.

(c) &(d): No such ban is under consideration, at present
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