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Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

  
(a) whether it is a fact that bilateral relations with Pakistan have been very tense during the last three years;

  
(b) if so, whether Government would review our relations with Pakistan in a fresh manner;

  
(c) whether Government would have an all party discussion on this issue; and

  
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

  
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
 [GEN. (DR) V. K. SINGH (RETD)]

  
(a) to (d) No Sir, it is not true that bilateral relations between India and Pakistan have been very tense during the last three years. In fact, during the
years 2014 and 2015, there was considerable improvement in bilateral relations. During the visit of the External Affairs Minister to Islamabad in
December 2015 both sides agreed to a the meeting at the level of Foreign Secretaries to work out the modalities of a Comprehensive Bilateral
Dialogue. However, the terrorist attack on the Pathankot airbase in January 2016; continued support to cross border terrorism and ceasefire
violations by Pakistan forces; and more recently, the announcement of death penalty to the innocent Indian national Kulbhushan Jadhav has
prevented forward movement in bilateral relations. 

  
Government’s consistent policy has been that it desires good-neighbourly relations with Pakistan and is committed to addressing all outstanding
issues bilaterally through peaceful means in accordance with Simla Agreement and Lahore Declaration. However, this necessarily requires an
environment free from terror, hostility and violence. 

  
The Government firmly believes that there can be no compromise on the issue of cross border terrorism and has consistently called upon Pakistan to
honour its commitment not to allow any territory under its control to be used against India in any manner. 

  



Government from time to time briefs and discusses such important foreign policy matters with various parties, including during Parliamentary
proceedings and sittings of the Parliamentary Consultative and Standing Committees. 

 


